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Chişinău, Sofia, Pristina, Sarajevo, Warsaw, Zagreb, Ljubljana

Cultural Positions, Political Conditions. Seven Scenes from Europe

A book by “relations.”
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What does one encounter in Berlin when you ask about Chişinău, in Chişinău about Sofia, in Sofia about Pristina? Mostly and above all: ignorance. Around 15 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall and six years after the end of the war in Kosovo, Europeans still have astoundingly little understanding of the everyday life of their neighbors. Leap into the City counters this with multiple levels of information. Starting from the conviction that art and culture form the vital center of a society, the book offers artists, theoreticians, journalists, and cultural actors a platform. In essays and reportages, in literary texts and artistic contributions, they take positions on current issues, pose new questions, and so portray a subjective tableau of their cities, the cultural scenes, and the public realms.

Seven cities are presented in seven chapters. The chapters begin with a specific artistic work, while they conclude with an essay whose thematic points beyond the local context. How are the new elites facing up to the wars of the recent past and their consequences? Who is bringing the Communist era to the museum? How is the European Union securing its external borders, and who is the Protectorate in the former Yugoslavia actually protecting? The publication provides insights into a European present that is determined by numerous factors and yet has at least three things in common: a Socialist past, the experience of radical social reconstruction, and the task of establishing a democratic political culture. It also shows how artists and intellectuals are tackling this challenge, and what they stand up for.
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