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Paul Wiersbinski: Building art
“All art is propaganda but not all propaganda is art” – George Orwell


While I was looking for an appropriate public ground I found out about a quite interesting space within the cities center: The so-called “Church of the Holy Savior”, an unfinished 11th-century style building, which was constructed illegally on university ground by the former Serbian government, was never finished and which now determines the city-center’s appearance.

Next to the church are two unused billboards on which I will realize my project during the next visit. The idea of putting up barriers and claiming that art institutions will be built in Prishtina was altered for a more subversive approach. On the Billboards I will now show huge pictures portraying the actual ground next to them as it is now merged together with pictures of the Frankfurt skyline or art institutions. The only text will consist of slogans from Tito’s time.
The idea behind this concept is more personal and quiet than my initial approach. I came to realize that the region of Kosovo changed its identity a couple of times during the past centuries. These changes included the turnover from Christianity towards the Islam and from Socialism to a now straight neoliberal system. This reminded me somehow of the past changes in eastern Germany where the complete alteration of the economic system led to a now very disillusioned society.

By mixing elements of the present (the actual buildings), the future (Frankfurt as a capitalistic role model) and the past (former socialistic slogans) into one striking image and leaving them without any other message in a propaganda style way I want to question this change in Kosovo’s society by actually advertising capitalism in an clearly exaggerated way.
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