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Fitore Isufi - Koja: America on earth, God in the sky 

If we ask mice, who’s the strongest in the world they will reply “cats”, but if we ask dogs about the cats, their answer will be very different.
My idea is focused on visualizing one of the most banal events that I face in my everyday life. I was very curious to figure out this phenomenon: how do people build their belief in things they want to believe in, and how are they able to make up all the stories they decide to believe in just in order to convince you that they’re right. They don’t have a reason to change their mind, but instead to change yours as much as possible. People like to exaggerate because it puts them at the center of attention and sometimes makes them look more convincing. My video illustrates this approach. The protagonist of this video, my brother, tells a story about the power of the USA. Albanian people, even although they know that the US is not as strong as in my brother’s story continue to create legends about the United States. That all started because the USA saved their lives in the Balkan war.

This phenomenon is extremely prevalent in the region, where I was born. There are US troops who restored and kept the peace in the country (Bon Steel-US base of Kosovo), and there was a time when people started whispering about the mysteries of the Bon Steel base. Only Americans and trustworthy Albanians are allowed to access to this base. One of them was my brother.
After seeing apparently unbelievable things, such as super-weapons and super-natural military techniques, he talked to us, always trying to convince us, or make us change our mind by standing as a live testament to these facts and wonders that he claimed to saw.

It’s hard for people to find a way to show their gratitude. The Albanian way was to talk about America as if it were the world itself.

To complete this project, I am collecting statements about the United States from the students from Frankfurt. Knowing that this Frankfurt group doesn't consist of people with a German nationality, this fact helps me to collect different opinions and more perspectives from different participants’ native countries about the USA. All their home countries have different relationships with America, so the opinions of the German group helps me about my new work “America On earth, God in sky”, to “build” a brand new flag of America from the opinions that other countries have about the strongest country in the world. Even if the flag contains negative opinions about America, this diversity makes America the most famous country in the world, the place which holds endless fascination and curiosity for non-Americans. In this case of mine too.
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