ZDOB SI ZDUB

History of the band

"Zdob si Zdub" ("Hit the Drum") musical band was put together in 1994 in Moldova. Before that, the singer Roman Yagupov, the bass-player Mihai Gincu and the drummer Anatol Pugach had together attended a school in a small town from the suburbs of Chisinau, called Straseni. They found the missing musicians during their studies at the Sports College in Chisinau. The line-up of the band was constantly changing: sometimes the band had two singers, sometimes - two guitarists. As a result, one guitarist became a singer, the clarinetist - a drummer, and the drummer - a bass-player.

In the spring of 1994, Roman Yagupov met the future producer of "Zdob si Zdub" - Igor Dinga, the singer of the seminal band "Cuibul". In June, the band got some attention from the music media in Chisinau, while playing before the "Cuibul" performance.

In November 1994, the first demo was recorded in a professional studio, and one song, "The Lost World" passed the selection of the "Learn To Swim I" Festival in Moscow, where the band appeared for the first time as "Zdob si Zdub". The band managed to immediately capture the attention and sympathies of Moscow extreme youth and made friends with the local alternative bands, especially with the "IFK", that accepted "Zdob si Zdub" invitation to play at the "10 Years After Chernobyl" Action in Chisinau.

In July 1996, "Zdob si Zdub" participated at the "Learn to Swim II" Festival, where they played before the world famous alternative band "Rage Against the Machine".

Two songs were recorded for the "Learn To Swim II" compilation: "V dome moiom" ("In My House") in Russian, and "Hardcore Moldovenesc" in Romanian. The second song has become an absolute hit, and it still is the "visit card" of the band. All national radio stations broadcasted "Hardcore Moldovenesc", which became the hymn of the alternative youth in Moldova, being in the top of the hit parades. The same song was included in the "Romanian Underground" compilation in Romania, attracting attention due to the obvious Moldovan dialect.

At the end of 1996, as a result of the deal with the Russian label "FeeLee", "Zdob si Zdub" recorded their debut album "Hardcore Moldovenesc". The entire album is in Russian, with the exception of the title track.

In January 1997, the band had an opening performance for "Biohazard" and "Rollins Band" in Moscow.

In March 1997, the band made a promotion tour with the Russian band "Tequilajazzz" in Moscow, St. Petersburg, and Chisinau.

In August 1997, "Zdob si Zdub" played at the "Kazantip" Festival in Crimea in front of thousands of people.

In October 1997, the band recorded 10 songs of the album "Hardcore Moldovenesc" in Romanian, for distribution in Romania.

In December 1997, "Zdob si Zdub" initiated the "Learn to Swim" Festival in Chisinau, and invited the bands "Kirpitchi" from St. Petersburg and "Neurotica" from Timisoara (Transilvania, Romania).

In 1998, "Zdob si Zdub" toured a lot, and at the end of the year had a two weeks tour in Germany. After that, "Zdob si Zdub" started to work on a new album, heading away from the American hardcore-concept, making more use of ethnic instruments, using them in the same extreme way, but with a more melodic, lyrical Moldovan touch. All the new songs are written in Moldavian dialect of Romanian language.

This was the beginning of a new stage: preparation for the recording of a new album under the name "Tabara Noastra". The album was recorded with the help of the famous Moldovan musicians, and, namely, Anatol Stefanet from "Trigon" (violin alt), Valeriu Cascaval from the folk music band "Barbu Lautaru" (dulcimer), and Eugen Didic from "Cuibul" (trumpet). The album consists of 12 songs, three of which are in Russian and the remaining - in Romanian. Three songs have been recorded and submitted for promotion: "Draga Otee" - an old hit of the well-known Moldovan musician Iurie Sadovnik, the soulful ballade "Maria Blues", and "Zdubii Bateti Tare", resembling the Moldovan hardcore.

After the debut and triumphal concert in Bucharest, "Zdob si Zdub" has shot its first video clip on the title-track "Zdubii Bateti Tare" at the Romanian music channel Atomic TV in Bucharest.

In May 1999, "FeeLee" released the Russian version of the album "Zdubii Bateti Tare" under the name "Tabara Noastra".

The presentation of the new album "Tabara Noastra" took place in St. Petersburg on May 26, 1999, and in Moscow on May 21-28, where the band had an opening performance for "Soulfly" (Max Cavalera, ex-"Sepultura"). On August 14, 1999, "Zdob si Zdub" was invited to one more unforgettable show in Moscow - the Russian MTV-Party, held on the Red Square. With other Russian bands, such as "Gorky Park" and "IFK", they opened the concert of "Red Hot Chili Peppers". There were about 150.000 people watching this show live, and, probably, even more on the transmission on MTV-Russia.

On Christmas Eve, together with "Taraf de Tigani din Clejani", the band performed a concert at the legendary "Laptaria lui Enache" in Bucharest. Gypsy "Lautars" made a strong impression on Roman Yagupov. Their influence is felt in the next album "Agroromantica".

In January 2000, the band was invited at the EuroSonic Festival in Groningen, the Netherlands. The performance was broadcasted by 14 radio stations. There the band got acquainted with the director of Sziget festival Mr. Dan Panaitescu.

In August 2000, "Zdob si Zdub" took "Pepsi Sziget" Festival by storm, sharing the same stage with the following stars of European and American music: Susanne Vega, "Guano Apes", "Lou Reed", "Apollo 440", "Bloodhound Gang", "Therapy?", "Oasis".

Also, in August 2000, "Zdob si Zdub" played at the "Nashestvie" Festival, held in Ramenskoe, Russia.

In September 2000, "Zdob si Zdub" participated at the "Slaviansky Bazar" Festival in Kiev (Ukraine), together with "Ivan Kupala", "Lyapis Trubetskoi", and "Vopli Vidoplyasova" bands.

In October 2000, "Zdob si Zdub" recorded the cover version of the song "Videli Nochi", as a tribute to the legendary musical band "Kino" from St. Petersburg. The song became an absolute hit, and won the 1st places in all mass-media charts and hit parades of the CIS countries for half a year. About 1.5 million copies of the album have been sold. "Zdob si Zdub" became the most touring band and received the prize of the "Fuzz" music-magazine (St. Petersburg) as the best CIS live group in Russia for 2000.

On January 31, 2001, in Moscow, "Zdob si Zdub" played together with the legendary musician and film director Emir Kusturica and his "The No Smoking Orchestra".

On the 9th of May 2001, in Moscow, the "Zdob si Zdub" participated at a concert with the occasion of the Victory Day, performing the cover-version of the wartime famous song "Smugleanka-moldavanka". This song was recorded at the studio, entered many compilations and was sold in million copies.

On the 19th of May 2001, "Zdob si Zdub" played at one of the most prestigious Russian festivals - "Maxidrom" for the second time. 20 000 people were singing Primavara song together with Roman Yagupov.

Regardless the tight concert schedule, from September 2000 until May 2001, the band had been working on its new album "Agroromantica", which was recorded and mixed at the "FM Division" Studio in Moscow. According to the musicians, the new album is an amazing mixture of country romantics, fiery Balkan gypsy music, Moldovan folklore, and hardcore elements. This diversity could be called "music zdob".

September the 7th, 2001 - is the official date of presentation of the album "Agroromantica" in Moldova. On 7-21 September 2001, a grandiose tour on Moldova, called "Temporomantica", took place. 9 free concerts were performed in the biggest towns of the Republic.

The presentation of the album "Agroromantica" in Moscow took place on the 12th of October 2001, in the "B-2" club.

The presentation of the album "Agroromantica" in Romania took place on the 1st of March 2002, in the overcrowded "Hanul lui Manuc".

In 2001, the band participated at some International Festivals:

    * July 5 - "MUF+VOBAN 2001", Zrenjanin, Serbia;

    * July 19 - "Tavriiskie Igri", Kahovka, Ukraine;

    * August 7 - "PEPSI SZIGET 2001", Budapest, Hungary;

    * August 18 - "ROCK'N'TOUL", Saint-George, Italy;

    * October 5 - "Prosto Rock", Kiev, Ukraine.

In 2001, the band performed more than 110 concerts in 34 cities and 7 countries. Also, in 2001, the band shot two video clips on the songs "Buna dimineata!" ("Good morning!") and "Tigan i NLO" ("Gypsy and UFO").

15 June 2002 - participation to the MTV Romania opening in the "Lia Manoliu" stadium.

6 August 2002 - participation to the "Krilya" rock music festival, on the Tushino aerodrome, Moscow, Russia.

25 August 2002 - participation to the "Slavianskii Bazar" festival, Minsk, Belarus.

In October 2002 the band shot a video on Doina Haiducului song. It became the first video that was shot on 35-mm film in the band's history.

In November 2002 ZsZ invited Romanian gypsy orchestra "Yagalo" to Chisinau. Together they recorded 2 songs, which then were included into "450 Sheep" album. These were "Everybody in the Casa Mare", "Cuculetul" and cover version of the Rolling Stones' "Paint it black".

14 October 2002 - participation at the MTV European Music Awards ceremony in Barcelona. Zdob si Zdub were nominated at the "Best Romanian Act" section.

In October 2002 ZsZ shot a video "Everybody in the Casa Mare" with participation of gypsy singer from "Yagalo" orchestra Vasile Dinu (МС Vasile), and in February 2003 Russian version of this song with Garik Sukachiov. Later the video with МС Vasile won the first place in the top of Slovakian TV channel "Musicbox" the first place in the top-ten of MTV Romania.

At the end of 2002 the drummer Andrey Cebotar left the band. Mihai Gincu had to take the drums on himself and temporary Vadim Erofeev from Moscow "Nebo Zdes" band was invited on the place of bass player.

In February 2003 at a German independent label TRIKONT (www.trikont.de ) came out a compilation "Russian Disco Hits", which became a bestseller in Germany. It included Russian version of "Gypsy and UFO" song.

5 June 2003 - the second award from MTV Romania in "Best Video" nomination for Doina Haiducului video.

23 August 2003 - HODOKVAS Festival, Modra, Slovakia. Beginning of negotiations with Warner Music Austria on distribution of a new album on territory of Europe.

5 July 2003 - taking part in "Krilia" festival in Tushino, Moscow, Russia. The performance was under threat of derangement, as there was an act of terrorism on the entrance to the festival - three woman terrorists blew up bombs on themselves. The Major of Moscow decided to continue the festival, as it was impossible to evacuate 70 000 people. The band performed 3 songs. One of the songs was the premier of "Everybody in the casa mare" with Garik Sukachiov.

20 September 2003 - NOKIA TOTALBOARD FEST, Exhibition Center, Kiev, Ukraine. 50 000 spectators.

24 November 2003 the next album "450 Sheep" came out. The first edition took place in Europe on Warner Мusic Austria. The first presentation of "450 Sheep" took place in Slovakia, where in December there took place a tour in support of the album around 5 cities of this Central European country.

According to the reports of "Slovak Album Chart" the album "450 Sheep" became the first in the list of best selling albums of the foreign artists during the Christmas sales in December 2003.

18 December 2003 "450 Sheep" presentation took place in Bucharest (Romania).

The show was broadcasted live on the internet and Romanian TV channel ТVR1.

12 February 2004 in "Moscova" club "450 Sheep" presentation took place in Chisinau. The house was full. The spectators were treated with a glass of wine and piece of brynza (traditional cheese) on the entrance. The show was shot by the National Television of Moldova.

In March 2004 after 5 years of absence the drummer Anatoly Pugaci returned to the band. Mihai Gincu took up the bass again.

In March 2004 came out a new video of ZsZ on "DJ Vasile" track under the label of ZsZ. The indispensable gypsy MC Vasile ("Yagalo" orchestra) and Osoianu sisters (Moldavian folk group "Talancuta") took part in the shooting. Osoianu sisters recorded back vocals for this song.

22 April 2004 ZsZ won the nomination "Best Ethno" on MTV Romanian Music Awards and received their 5th MTV statuette.

At the end of March 2004 with participation of shooting crew of MTV Romania ZsZ shot video on "Nunta Extremala" song.

In June 2004 ZsZ with the album "450 Sheep" entered World Music Chart Europe on the 12 position. www.wmce.de . The songs from this album appeared in more than 20 European radio stations.

9 July "450 Sheep" released in Ukraine by Moon records, and on 27 July "CD Land records" releases it in Russia.

In summer 2004 Zdob si Zdub took part in following European festivals:

    * Open Air Central Park, Lvov Ukraine, 27 June 2004

    * Tanz&Folk Festival, Rudolstadt, Germany. July 4, 2004 http://www.rudolstadt.de/tff/index.htm

    * "Kraina Mrir" Ethno Festival, Kiev, Ukraine, 10 July 2004 www.krainamriy.com

    * Rock la Mures Festival, Periam, Romania, 11 July 2004 www.rocklamures.ro

    * Peninsula festival, Tirgul Mures, Romania, 29 July 2004 www.peninsula.ro

    * Muveszetek Volgye Festival, Pula, Hungary, 31 July 2004 www.kapolcs.szinhaz.hu

    * 6 August 2004 ZsZ for the third time performed at the main stage of the biggest festival in Europe Sziget in Budapest (Hungary) www.sziget.hu

    * OKEY Leto Festival, Slovakia, 7 August 2004 www.okey.sk

    * Hodokvas Festival, Slovakia, 20 August 2004 www.hodokvas.sk

    * Vizovicke Trnkobrani, Visovice, Czech Republic, 21 August 2004

10-15 August 2004. In the frames of cultural-historic project "Following in the tracks of Geto-Dacians " a ZsZ tour supporting "450 Sheep" album in 5 towns of Moldova took place.

11, 19 September 2004 ZsZ took part in "Snickers Urbania" in Kiev and Kharkov, Ukraine. More than 50 000 spectators were present.

October 2004, the band is working in its studio on the recording of new album dedicated to its 10th anniversary. The best 10 songs from the 10 years of creative work will enter the album and there will be 5 absolutely new tracks.

Bands' line-up:

Roman Yagupov (13.09.1973) - vocals, flute, ocarina, iorgafon, and other ethnic instruments

Mihai Gincu (5.03.1975) - bass-guitar

Pugaci Anatol (6.10.1973) - drums

Victor Dandes (03.04.1972) - trombone, accordion, ethnic instruments

Valeriu Mazilu (12.09.1978)- trumpet

Igor Buzurniuc (23.06.1981)- guitar

Management & Booking

Societatea Muzicala "Cuibul"

Str. Luceafarul, 16

2055, Chisinau-Vatra

Moldova

Phone +373 22 449959

Phone/fax +373 22 433019

E-mail: zdob@cuibul.com

www.zdob-si-zdub.com

